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current and future generations. Specifically, the act required DOE to study
several locations around the country for possible repository sites and
develop a contractual relationship with industry for disposal of the nuclear
waste. The Congress amended NWPA in 1987 to restrict scientific study
and characterization of a possible repository to only Yucca Mountain. (Fig.
2 shows the north crest of Yucca Mountain and a cut-out of the proposed
mined repository.)

Figure 2: Aerial View and Cut-Out of the Yucca Mountain Repository
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Source: DOE.

After the Congress approved Yucca Mountain as a suitable site for the
development of a permanent nuclear waste repository in 2002, DOE began
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Appendix VI: Comments from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-6001

Cctober 26, 2009

Mr. Richard Cheston

Assistant Director

U.8. Government Accountability Office
441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, BC 20548

Dear Mr. Cheston:

Thank you for providing the U.S. Nuclear Reguiatory Commission (NRC) the opportunity to
review and comment on the U.S. Government Accountability Office’s {GAQ) draft report
GAD-10-48, “NUCLEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT — Key Atiributes, Challenges, and Costs for
the Yucca Mountain Repository and Two Potential Alternatives.” The NRC staff has reviewed
the draft report. Alihough we did not identify any significant issues regarding accuracy,
completeness, or sensitivity of information, we have separately fransmitted several technical
and editorial comments to your staff.

If you have any questions regarding this response, please éontact Mr. Jesse Arildsen of my
staff, at (301) 415-1785.

Sincerely,

AN,

R. W. Borchardt
Executive Director
for Operations

Enclosure:
NRC Staff Comments on Draft
Report GAO-10-48
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G AO C ontact Mark Gaffigan, (202) 512-3841 or gaffiganm@gao.gov

Staff In addition to the individual named above, Richard Cheston, Assistant
Director; Robert Sanchez; Ryan Gottschall; Carol Henn; Anne Hobson;

Acknowledgments Anne Rhodes-Kline; Mehrzad Nadji; Omari Norman; and Benjamin Shouse

made key contributions to this report. Also contributing to this report
were Nancy Kingsbury, Karen Keegan, and Timothy Persons.
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The Government Accountability Office, the audit, evaluation, and
investigative arm of Congress, exists to support Congress in meeting its
constitutional responsibilities and to help improve the performance and
accountability of the federal government for the American people. GAO
examines the use of public funds; evaluates federal programs and policies;
and provides analyses, recommendations, and other assistance to help
Congress make informed oversight, policy, and funding decisions. GAO’s
commitment to good government is reflected in its core values of
accountability, integrity, and reliability.

The fastest and easiest way to obtain copies of GAO documents at no cost
is through GAO’s Web site (www.gao.gov). Each weekday afternoon, GAO
posts on its Web site newly released reports, testimony, and
correspondence. To have GAO e-mail you a list of newly posted products,
go to www.gao.gov and select “E-mail Updates.”
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The price of each GAO publication reflects GAO’s actual cost of
production and distribution and depends on the number of pages in the
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http://www.gao.gov/ordering.htm.
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TDD (202) 512-2537.

Orders may be paid for using American Express, Discover Card,
MasterCard, Visa, check, or money order. Call for additional information.

Contact:

Web site: www.gao.gov/fraudnet/fraudnet.htm
E-mail: fraudnet@gao.gov
Automated answering system: (800) 424-5454 or (202) 512-7470

Ralph Dawn, Managing Director, dawnr@gao.gov, (202) 512-4400
U.S. Government Accountability Office, 441 G Street NW, Room 7125
Washington, DC 20548

Chuck Young, Managing Director, youngcl@gao.gov, (202) 512-4800
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