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current and future generations. Specifically, the act required DOE to study 
several locations around the country for possible repository sites and 
develop a contractual relationship with industry for disposal of the nuclear 
waste. The Congress amended NWPA in 1987 to restrict scientific study 
and characterization of a possible repository to only Yucca Mountain. (Fig. 
2 shows the north crest of Yucca Mountain and a cut-out of the proposed 
mined repository.) 

Figure 2: Aerial View and Cut-Out of the Yucca Mountain Repository 
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Source: DOE.

After the Congress approved Yucca Mountain as a suitable site for the 
development of a permanent nuclear waste repository in 2002, DOE began 
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GAO’s Mission The Government Accountability Office, the audit, evaluation, and 
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constitutional responsibilities and to help improve the performance and 
accountability of the federal government for the American people. GAO 
examines the use of public funds; evaluates federal programs and policies; 
and provides analyses, recommendations, and other assistance to help 
Congress make informed oversight, policy, and funding decisions. GAO’s 
commitment to good government is reflected in its core values of 
accountability, integrity, and reliability. 
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